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 what drives the responses and behaviors of students on the spectrum, and find out 
how you can help steer them toward success. You will learn how to hold it all together 
and how to keep your whole class running smoothly and your whole self feeling steady. 
And you will see that while this will be a year full of new challenges, it will also be a 
year full of powerful, emerging new perspectives, for you and for your entire class, 
about seeing and being in the world. Really. 

Individuals Together
Students on the autism spectrum may share common traits and may appear alike 
from a distance. But just like stars in the sky, each of these students possesses unique 
characteristics we can see only when we magnify the details. One of the fundamental 
goals of this book is to help you look closely enough to see and appreciate the distinct 
singularity of each student. 

Every individual functions in and experiences the world differently on the basis of 
his or her own history, creativity, flexibility, adaptability, sensitivities, and sensibilities. 
There is no correct way to experience life. Some of us are excited by the taste of 
cayenne pepper; others find it overwhelming. Some of us meditate or read a book 
to relax; others relax by jogging or dancing. Some of us tend to get anxious; others 
get angry. Some of us feel and react passionately; others are stoic. None of these 
experiences or coping styles is right or wrong, just individual. 

But we must all strive for the flexibility and adaptability to feel when we need to 
feel, and deal when we have to deal. We must strike this delicate balance in order to 
be true to ourselves while functioning effectively within the context of the social world. 
Though many of the strategies in this book will help bring students on the spectrum 
closer to “mainstream” or typical functioning, all of your students will need to make 
the effort to adapt to the diverse culture of your classroom. 

So while this book seeks to highlight the brilliant and singular sparkle of each 
individual student, it also seeks to guide your efforts to create a cohesive classroom 
community that embraces and draws together all kinds of learners and doers, 
thinkers and feelers, workers and players, walkers and talkers, actors and reactors, 
movers and shakers. With this book, you will learn how to help all students showcase 
their strengths and cope with their challenges within the context of the multifaceted 
classroom community. An inclusive classroom is a community built around mutual 
understanding, acceptance, and support. This is what inclusive education is all about 
and, when done well, every student grows and benefits from the experience.
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Excerpt from Chapter 10,  
Info In, Info Out: Making Curriculum Happen

Assess Your Assessments
What are your tests actually testing? Sometimes what looks like poor 

comprehension…may actually be a problem expressing comprehension through 
traditional means. Consider that responding on a written test requires focus 
and organization; manipulating materials requires eye-hand coordination; 
participating verbally in class requires language processing and consistent 
engagement. If you have students who struggle to process and produce 
information, try some of these strategies to create contexts in which all  
students can demonstrate their concept competence.

ã One Skill at a Time
Try to test one skill at a time as skills are developing. If you are testing 

for structure, be flexible about length; if you are testing vocabulary, be flexible 
about punctuation; if you are testing for facts, be flexible about handwriting.

ã Put It In the Bank
Always accompany fill-in-the-blank questions with a small word bank. Word 

banks ensure that you are testing for word recognition and concept knowledge, 
rather than word retrieval.

ã Sounds of Silence
When administering an assessment, implement some common-sense sensory 

adjustments to the classroom environment. Shut down classroom computers 
to eliminate their distracting humming and hypnotic screensavers; turn off 
buzzing overhead lights; keep the classroom door closed. Choose another time to 
sharpen pencils, staple projects onto the bulletin board, eat your crunchy salad, 
and so on.
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